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MANUSCRIPTS

I admit that in the hurry-scurry world of business today it might
appear foolish to try to live by Thoreau's ideals. I do not advocate
that one should try to do so, but I do think that the principles of
Thoreau show a great, thoughtful mind; and his courage in living
up to those ideals shows strength of character that we modern,
practical persons know little of.
Thoreau's
opinions, though infeasible in practice, are valuable in theory and should not be taken
lightly. People will continue to feel that it is foolish to preach that
we should suppress desire for material gain and work only for the
love of working. There will be many who say, "It just won't work,"
but perhaps a few will think again and say, "Why won't it work?
How do we know until we try it?"
The world may never live by Thoreau's ideals, but if by expressinv them he causes people to consider their worth, he certainly can
n01 be called a failure.

Silence
Jerry Mitchell
STII ERE anything
more expressive than silence?
Words are expressive. but they often are just part of a clamorous maelstrom
that makes us dizzy. Silence can tell a person much, i I he will
listen.
We say that night is a quiet time, but there is much to be heard.
There are the noises that small animals make which we hear only when
we concentrate on them. There are the noises of wind anc! water
and the rustle of leaves. Most expressive, though, is the absolute
silence that screams at a person, making his ears ring or making him
fear the unseen and the unheard.
Some silence is prerneditated-c-intended
to mean something definite. Sometimes a parent or teacher can exact discipline more readily
by saying nothing than by scolding.
Comedians use silence very
effectively (they often get their biggest laughs out of what they do
not say). Diplomatic crises, even, have arisen from silence.
Sweetest of all is the silence that words can not replace.
Two
friends who understand one another perfectly seldom need to speak,
for they will be thinking similarly about the same experiences.
Beautiful scenes are often spoiled by thoughtless people who say, "Oh!
Isn't that bee-u-ti-ful !" Many emotions are so deep that words
could never express, and silence only suggest their depth.
Silence can mean more than words can ever hope to say. The
1110Stinspiring time I know is at dawn, when all bircls and animals are
quiet. They let complete silence herald a new clay.
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